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PARSHAS EIKEV

ON THE PARSHA

ematria on the

arshah: Reward for

itzvot in this World?

BY REB MOSHE HERSKOVITS

n Parshat Eikev, we read the second paragraph of the

Shema: Vihaya Im Shemoa. The Shema promises rain
in its time, and abundance of crops, for heeding
Hashem's mitzvot. But this raises important questions.
The Sages say that mitzvot are not rewarded in this
world. We see there are many righteous people who
struggle financially. Additionally, the Tosher Rebbe
raises the opposite question. The Kabbalists say Hashem
fulfills all the mitzvot He commands us. He forbids a
boss to delay payment to a day worker, so why doesn't
Hashem pay us for mitzvot right away in this world?

WHY WE ARE REWARDED IN THE NEXT WORLD

The Chafetz Chaim provides a powerful parable for why
we are rewarded in olam haba. Imagine a child who
wants to buy candy from a candy store. He has no
money of his own, but he finds his mother's diamond
ring. With excitement he takes the ring to the store. The
storekeeper refuses the money. The child cries, "But I
have the payment!" The storekeeper explains, "When
you get older you will understand.”

We are children. We get too lost in the impermanence of
the world. We get lost in money, in entertainment, in
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trivialities. We have to remember, as the Chafetz Chaim
famously says, we are travelers in this world. Hashem
will not exchange mitzvot that are eternal for physical
pleasures, the same way the storekeeper will not
exchange candy for a diamond. Yet this begs the ques-

tion: why does the Shema promise physical blessings at
all?

The answer lies in a distinction the Tosher Rebbe draws
between the mitzvot in general and one mitzvah in
particular.

WE ARE REWARDED FOR EMUNAH IN THIS WORLD

The Tosher Rebbe says there is one mitzvah we are
rewarded for in this world: the mitzvah of emunah. He
quotes Bava Metzia 110b, which says one who sends a
shaliach to pay his workers doesn't need to pay him
right away, since he is paying through a shaliach.
Hashem gave the Torah through His shaliach Moshe
Rabbeinu, therefore He is not bound by the prohibition
of "lo taleen," do not wait until the next day to pay.

All this is with regard to the 611 mitzvot, gematria of
Torah, for "Torah tziva lanu Moshe"; however, the first
two mitzvot, Anochi and Lo Yichyeh Lecha, were said
directly by Hashem to Am Yisrael. These are the mitzvot
of emunah, and therefore for emunah, Hashem does not
delay our payment; He pays us here and in the next
world.

This is alluded to in gematria. The gematria of OX 1”M
YW (And if you will hearken) is 477, the same as 110X
nPW (complete faith). Complete faith is itself the key
that unlocks abundance.

This is also the reason Hashem took Bnei Yisrael out of
Mitzrayim, a land consistently watered by the Nile, and
brought us to Eretz Yisrael, a land that requires rain.
Hashem wants us always to look up to the heavens for
our parnassah. The gematria of 70J19 (livelihood) is
395, the same as 0°nWiT (the Heavens), and the gematria
of OW1 (rain) is 343, the same as 071V1 ‘|7773 13°719X (God
the King of the World).

LESSON FORUS

Emunah is something that we must constantly water to
sustain. What can water our emunah? Rebbe Nachman
says emunah is connected with tefillah. Tefillah is called
a double edged sword, for it has two aspects. The first is
gratitude; we don't open our eyes to the miracles around
us. Hashem provides us such abundance, yet we are too
focused on what comes next. We have to set time every
day to say thank You. The second is praying to Hashem
for help. When we are going through a challenge, let it
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be a doorway, a doorway to connect closer to Hashem, to
ask daily for help in the situation.

Rain does not fall all at once. It comes consistently, in its
season, sustaining the earth little by little. Emunah
works the same way. It is not built in a single burst but
watered daily, through tefillah from the heart, until we
merit true emunah, and the greatest blessings.

For more check out the Gematria Torah
channel on Youtube!

PARSHA INSIGHT

Remembering the Road
Through the Wilderness

BY RABBI ADAM LAW

n this parsha, Moshe Rabbenu continues his narra-
I tion and ethical rebuke of the people before he dies,
and they prepare to enter Eretz Yisrael.

In chapter 8 we find a striking section which serves both
as a narration, but also seemingly as a form of medita-
tion or remembrance on how Hashem took us through
the travails of the desert journey:

Perek 8: "All of the mitzvah which I command you this
day you should be careful to do, in order that you shall
live and multiply, and you will come and inherit the land
which H" swore to your forefathers. And you shall
remember all of the way which H" your G-d brings you,
this 40 years in the wilderness, in order to afflict you, to
test you, to know what is in your heart, would you guard
His mitzvos or not? He afflicted you, He made you
hunger, and he fed you the mann, which you hadn't
known, nor had your forefathers known, in order to
inform you that not by bread alone does man live, rather
by what comes out of the mouth of H," that is what
causes a man to live. Your garment did not wear out
from upon you, your foot did not swell these forty years.
And you should know with your heart for just as a man
disciplines his son, H" your G-d disciplines you. And you
shall keep the mitzvos of H" your G-d, to go in His ways
and to fear Him. For H" your G-d brings you to the good
land, the land flowing with streams of water, springs and
depths going forth from valley and mountain...."

There are a number of other contemplative pieces
throughout the book of Devarim, some of which are
laden with commandments, like the Shma, the Vahavta
and following parshas.
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However, Rambam and others do not list this particular
meditation as one of the 613 commandments.

The central theme here is that the suffering and
redemption that we experience along the way is to teach
us that G-d and his commandments are the true source
of our salvation.

However, this parsha is unique in that gives a practical
way to contemplate how we should see G-d's involve-
ment with our lives. It is a direct meditation on how to
handle extremely difficult moments.

When we are in a powerful test, we should reflect about
all of the journeys we have experienced in the past. In
each one, as agonizing as they were, G-d brought us
through. We always had a place to sleep, bread, and gar-
ments to wear. He always brought us out of the darkest
places, and into safety.

But deliverance wasn't the whole story. Rather the afflic-
tion occurred in order that we should understand that it
is by God's will and His commandments that we survive
and increase. That is redemption.

The parsha goes on to explain the reward for this jour-
ney: He ultimately brings us to the good land, with fruit
and plenty. That is the reward for following His will,
seeing Him and enduring the tests.

AVODAH

Pick Up Your Chips!

BY RABBI AVROHOM JACKS

icture Moses alone on Mount Sinai, chisel

P in hand. He's carving the Ten Commandments into
stone tablets. Every strike sends chips flying into the
dust, but these are no ordinary chips. Tradition tells us
that the stone tablets were hewn from sapphire, the
same brilliant stone found beneath the Divine Throne
itself. Moses is told to chisel out these tablets "for your-
self! Our sages interpret this to mean that whatever fell
to the ground while Moses worked, he got to keep for
himself. This is how Moses became wealthy. From those
small shavings that fell from the tablets.

We build our spiritual wealth in the same way, one col-
lected nugget at a time.

Some good deeds are treated like massive diamonds. We
give them our full presence. Others get filed away as
mere fragments, small enough to skip when life gets
busy. This is probably the worst mistake we can make in
our daily routines. It happens when we say prayers on
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autopilot instead of with actual intention, or when a
businessman conveniently ignores what most would
interpret as only a "minor, insignificant bending of the
rules.”

The story of Moses' wealth helps us understand that a
piece broken off something holy is still holy! Every act
you do draws from that same infinite source, making
even the smallest splinter something worth holding
onto. Think about a Torah scroll. Every letter carries the
same sanctity as the entire scroll, which is why a single
missing letter invalidates the whole thing.

So ask yourself right now. What have you been treating
as a chip? What quiet, unglamorous act of devotion have
you been sweeping off the table because it felt too small
to matter? Well, stop sweeping. Pick that chip up and
look at it. It came from the same block as the whole,
which means it was never small to begin with.

MUSSAR

The Danger Of Being Full!

BY REB YACOV ABOUDI Q\\\
ast week, we spoke about expectations and

I s the idea that before Hashem we are always in

deficit. Everything we have already received — every

breath, every opportunity, every person we love — is

more than we could ever repay.

Parashat Eikev takes that idea one step further.

There is another problem with receiving blessing: even-
tually, we get used to it.

The Torah describes Eretz Yisrael in terms of unusual,
77X 1 DX 12721 — "You will eat, you will be satisfied,
and you will bless Hashem your God." (Devarim 8:10)

We usually understand this simply: Hashem gave me
food, so I say thank you. Someone gives you something,
you say thank you. At its most basic level, it is a lesson in
manners.

But the Torah is teaching something much deeper.
Immediately afterward it warns: i1 X N2WN 12 77 W
77X — "Be careful lest you forget Hashem your God."

The Torah describes how it happens. You eat and
become satisfied. You build homes. Your possessions and
wealth increase. Eventually: AW 9227 071 — "Your

heart will become elevated, and you will forget."
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Until a person can say: M1 2’11 NX *7 Ay *1° 0¥y *m2
— "My strength and the power of my hand made me this
success."

The Torah then gives the antidote: *2 777X ’1 NX M1
21 niwy? md 92 M1 NI — "You shall remember
Hashem your God, for it is He Who gives you the
strength to achieve success."

The danger is forgetting. The avodah is remembering.

And perhaps that is the deeper purpose of Birkat
Hamazon. It isn't simply about saying thank you. It is
about not forgetting.

The danger is not hunger. The danger is being full.

When I am hungry, I know what I need. When the busi-
ness is struggling, when someone I love is sick, when I
need parnassah, a shidduch, a home or an answer —
dependence on Hashem comes naturally.

We daven. We say Tehillim. We beg.

And then, sometimes, Hashem gives us what we asked
for.

At first, it feels miraculous. Then it becomes normal.

Rabbi Elazar says in Niddah 31a: 7727 12°X 0371 5ya ’1’7’5?5
10)2 — "Even the person experiencing the miracle does
not recognize his miracle."

Sometimes the greatest miracles in our lives are invisi-
ble precisely because we are living inside them. We for-
get how many things surrounding us today were once
things we desperately prayed for.

The Ben Ish Chai, quoting the Arizal, teaches that Birkat
Hamazon should be recited with 17 MNRW — excep-
tional joy. He instructs us to bentch 27 210231 nnRw2
77171 131223 — "with joy, a good heart, and great
concentration."

That simcha matters. When we recognize that what we
have is shefa from Hashem, gratitude becomes more
than obligation. We recognize that we are living inside
His giving.

12723, Eat. Become full. Then bless.

When I am hungry, I don't need much help remember-
ing Hashem. It is when I am full that [ need reminding.

Last week, Va'etchanan reminded us that we are not
owed; we approach Hashem asking for a D311 NINn, a free
gift. Eikev asks what happens after the gift arrives.

As we continue our journey toward Rosh Hashanah, ask
yourself:

What is in my life today that I once begged
Hashem for — but have since allowed to
become ordinary?

The greatest danger of blessing is not losing it. It is
receiving it, becoming full, and forgetting that it was
ever a blessing at all.
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